Sharmeen’s Case, 2010

Survivor: Sharmeen -Fourteen years Old
Accused: Akhtar (Brother-in-law)

Last Update: June 2012

Fourteen year old Sharmeen lives the Purani Sabzi-Mandi area of Karachi. 

In 2010, she went to stay with her sister, Saeedah, and her husband, Akhtar, for a few days to take care of her sister who was pregnant, and not feeling well at the time. During her stay there, the three were invited for lunch to a relative’s house. Akhtar first took his wife and dropped her and then came back for Saedah since there was not enough space on his motorbike.

When he came to the house, he locked the house up, took a knife and kerosene oil and threatened Sharmeen that if she did not oblige him he would set her alight. Akhtar played music on a high volume and then raped Sharmeen. Afterwards he directed her to take a bath and repeatedly threatened her, saying that if she told anyone he would kill her, and her sister.

Akhtar then took her to the lunch and kept a close eye on her to make sure that she didn’t talk to her sister. When her sister asked Sharmeen about some injuries that she has sustained on her face during the assault, Sharmeen told her that she had fallen down.

After the lunch, when they all came back home and the accused had gone to the washroom, Sharmeen told her sister everything. Her sister started weeping and this made Akhtar suspicious. He threatened to cut her stomach open with scissors and started hitting both the sisters. At this stage Saedah who was pregnant at the time, fainted and had to be taken to a nearby clinic. Saedah called her family from a PCO near the clinic and told them of the incident. 

When the family came back to Akhtar’s house from the clinic, he was not there.

The family then took the sisters to the Mochko Police Station, where they first narrated the story to the officials in the reporting room. Thereafter they were taken to the Station House Officer’s (SHO) room, and narrated the incident to him again. 

An FIR was registered against Akhtar on charges of commission of zina, in terms of Section 375 of the PPC. By this time, it was past 12 am, and Sharmeen was to be taken for a medico-legal examination the next day. The medico-legal examination confirmed that that Sharmeen’s hymen was torn and there were bruises and lacerations in that area. Akhtar’s medico-legal examination confirmed that he was capable of performing intercourse at the time.

This case is still under trial. 

Sharmeen has already testified in court. She told WAR that she saw him outside the court and was very afraid of having him there. On days when they have to come face to face in court Akhtar threatens Sharmeen and her family. 

Her sister Saedah has also testified in court. She says that Akhtar was standing next to the witness stand during her testimony. He kept making threats such as “You are talking so much here, I will see to you once I get out and you come back to my house” and “I will kill your uncle Mobin, who has done all this”. Saedah tells WAR that he was speaking softly so that no one else in the court room could hear him, but the other prisoners who were tied to the same chain as him could hear what he was saying, as they were all smiling. “Such a man should be hanged to death”, she says.

In June 2011, Akhtar applied for bail to the Sessions Court, on the basis that the charges against him were false and fabricated by Sharmeen due to some enmity between the families. However, the court rejected this application for bail, citing that the accused had failed to establish adequate grounds for granting of bail. 
Sharmeen, her mother tells WAR, had always been a quiet girl who has become even more withdrawn since after the incident and is always a bit nervous. Sharmeen says she does not trust anybody anymore and is scared to leave the house. She used to study at a nearby madressa before the incident, but has since stopped going there.

Their father, Nazir Ahmed, is a labourer. The two sisters have started a small business from home, in which they sell snacks from a small shop. They use this income to run the household.  

