Gang Rape – 15 march 2008
Survivor: Rida, aged 19 years
Accused: 5 (Syed Khadim Hussain, and 4 others)
PS: Brigade Police Station
On 17 March, 2008, the WAR team received a phone call from the Police Surgeon’s Office in Karachi, whereby it was requested to visit the Surgeon’s office to look into a woman’ case who had been brought in a semi-conscious state. When the team promptly arrived, the medico-legal officer (MLOinformed them that a woman in her late teens had who gone missing from the Quaid-e-Azam Mausoleum two days ago, had been found in an unconscious state outside the Mausoleum. The WMLO tried bringing the girl to an alert state so that her medico-legal could be conducted. She seemed drugged and it was suspected that she had been raped. 
The woman’s father and husband who also present at the Office told the WAR team that while their family, including the woman, Rida, were visiting the Mausoleum, Rida went missing. After reaching the Mausoleum, Rida and her husband had run out of money for the tickets required to visit the premises. So Rida and her husband stood outside the main building. The husband asked his wife to wait, while he went to collect some money for gaining entrance from some of their other relatives who were still outside the gate. When the husband returned, he found his wife missing. He went to the stairs to see if her slippers were missing but found them laying there. There was a long futile to search for Rida by all the relatives after which it was decided to go stay a nearby Imambargah (since they didn’t know anyone in the city) and to lodge an FIR with the police for kidnapping. 
The WMLO carried out the examination in private and came out to inform the team and the Surgeon that the woman, Rida, had been subjected to sexual assault and rape. Many media organizations starting descending at the officer who were requested by the WAR team and WMLO not to take any footage of the woman or her family. 
[image: ]The WAR team, along with Rida, her husband and father, went to the relevant police station. The team spoke to the Investigating Officer and told them about the findings of the medico-legal examination. The IO was asked where and by whom Rida had been found outside the Mausoleum. He said that a couple of Rangers had found Rida, strolling outside the Mausoleum. When the team pointed out that it had now been 10 hours since she was found and she could still barely walk how she could be strolling earlier. The officer went back on his words, saying, “I don’t know who found her and in what condition. I have not yet seen the case file and I have just been given this case to investigate. I was the one who took her for her medico-legal”. 
The IO took permission from the senior investigation officer to get an escort to go to the Mausoleum to investigate. Thereafter, the IO, 2-3 other policemen, Rida, her husband and father, and the WAR team went to the Mausoleum. The Mausoleum was found closed to the public, and a security guard present at the gates refused to let the party enter the premises. The IO spoke to the Superintendent of the Mausoleum, Major Riaz. He told him to go the Management office. The party left for the office. There, they met with Major Athar Mir, managing officer for the Mausoleum. After being introduced to WAR he allowed the team to attend the meeting between him and the police party. Major Mir spoke to the Superintended over the phone and told the party to go to the Resident Engineer, Mohammed Arif. The party then preceded to the see the Resident Engineer’s office. All this while, the survivor, her husband and the father tagged along.
Once at the Resident Engineer’s office, the party was met with Mohd. Arif. He introduced himself and said that he had heard of the incident at the Mausoleum and was out of town (Islamabad) when it had happened. He had ordered an internal inquiry, having the powers of a magistrate. Major Riaz was also called to attend the on-going meeting.
The Engineer listened to the survivor, her husband and her father as well as Major Raiz. Major Riaz said that he was on-duty when this incident happened and that he and his team has extended utmost cooperation in the search for Rida when she was reported missing to the management by her family. 
According to Major Raiz, “This morning, the Rangers informed us that they had found a woman outside the Mausoleum in an intoxicated state. As soon as I got this information, we informed the Brigade Police station. The duty officer of the station came and we gave the custody of the woman over to him”.
The Engineer also said that, “The FIR does not include anyone’s name. It has been lodged against the entire staff of the Mausoleum. Therefore, to nominate anyone in this case, an identification parade will have to be conducted. The entire staff (around 250 people) cannot be arrested and interrogated at the police station. Whoever Rida identifies, will then be arrested and interrogated. Since today is a holiday, and the entire staff is off, they’ll be there tomorrow and we can do the identification tomorrow as well. We will bring in the 8 pm to 10 pm staff in groups and Rida can identify the people responsible”. To this the IO agreed. The time for identification as agreed for 6 pm the following day at the Engineer’s office.
The IO requested to examine the crime scene, which was granted. The Engineer attached two senior officials to go along with the party
Rida was thus taken by the Police, assisted by the WAR team to the place of the incident inside the Mausoleum. Two men, who did not initially identify themselves also entered through the gates of the Mausoleum with WAR. Upon insistence from a WAR member, the men identified themselves as one being the Convener for the Jafferia Alliance, Aga Asif Karbalai and Trustee for the Shahe-Khorasan, Masoom. They said that they had helped Rida’s family get lodging the night she disappeared and assisted with the lodging of the FIR. They were allowed in.
Going down the stairs into a basement like area, there was a small door to which Rida went. The door was padlocked. Rida cried, “Isko khool” (open this door). The people from the management said the door had been closed since 27th February 2008. It is used to store shoes of visitors and the contractor for this room has locked it. They did not have the keys. They also said, “We can show you a similar room on the other side. It will give you an idea of how small it is”. They took the team to the other side and showed them the room. Rida returned to the first room. Upon her insistence and seeing her hysteria, WAR requested the IO to break down the door. 
The door was forced open and Rida was the first to enter. She let out a loud scream, saying, “Yehi Jaga thi” (this was the place) and dropped to the floor, crying hysterically. The WAR team rushed to calm her down.
Once inside the room, the police and the team saw articles which could be considered evidence included stained clothes and which, according to oral reports by the WAR team, looked like they used by the culprits to clean themselves after the act. There was a mat on the floor, with a sheet that had strands of hair and the entire room reeked of bodily fluids (like semen). 
The police collected the evidence present and sealed it off for chemical testing. 
They all went back to the Engineer’s office and the Police briefed him about what they saw. The representatives of Jaffria Alliance and Shahe-Khorasan were also present. When leaving the Office, the WAR team noticed media outside the Mausoleum that followed them to the Police station. They were requested not to take any footage which they accepted.
At the Police station, it was decided to shift Rida to a local shelter home for her safety.
The next day, when the WAR team arrived at the Engineer’s office at 6:0m pm, the Engineer was there, along with the representatives of Jaffria Alliance and Shahe-Khorasan. It was decided to have the identification parade at this office with Rida, brought from the shelter. Rida was brought and the method for the parade was decided. Three groups went by, without Rida recognizing anyone as the offender. When the last one being delayed and Rida was getting exhausted, WAR insisted that the process be expedited. Two group remained of non-uniformed men, after which there were the uniformed security guards. The last two groups were consolidated and brought as one with a one-and-half-hour delay. As soon as Rida laid eyes on one of the men, she got up, shouting hysterically, “Yehi hai! Is hi nay mujhay patka tha! Is kay sath ek jawan larka bhi tha! Ussay lao!” (He’s the one! He’s the one who abducted me! He also had a young guy with him! Bring him as well!). To this the man, identified later as Khadim Hussain, a man of age, protested saying that Rida was like her daughter and he could never do what she claimed he had done. Due to Rida’s aggravation, the WAR team intervened and said that Khadim be removed and taken into custody. He was removed.
Deliberations then started between the Engineer and the representatives of Jaffria Alliance and Shahe-Khorasan, and the latter declared that Rida has made a mistake in identifying Khadim. “He is a respectable and upright man”, they claimed. Sporadically, officials started coming to Rida asking if she was sure. WAR protested, saying that this was unacceptable and that she should go by what R has said. 
It was decided that the paper work be done to document the proceedings and that WAR and Rida’s father, the complainant would have to sign. Rida’s father had been suspiciously went missing for some time. It was also decided that Rida be taken back to the shelter by WAR as there wasn’t another police mobile available and the one already had Khadim. It was now 2:30 am. Just as the WAR team was moving to the door to take Rida back will the Police did what it needed to do, a political party representative showed up after being tipped by her connection. She entered screaming, “What are you people doing this late at night here? Why is this woman being subjected to this amongst all you men?” A member of WAR introduced herself and the part representative insisted that she be told by Rida R what had happened. WAR protested that it was already very late and that Rida had been through a lot. It would be better if she got the details from the Police and the people present. As WAR moved out the door with Rida, the political worker came out screaming after them, “These people are kidnapping the girl!”
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Since the time the whole process had begun, many people had stationed themselves outside the premises. Most of them were affiliated with the Jaffria Alliance and Shahe-Khorasan. Just when the WAR team had Rida sit in one of their personal cars to take her to the shelter, a mob of people descended, took away the car keys and roughed up two of WAR’s team members. The police stood back and watched as not only were they outnumbered but the mob was armed. The mob dragged Rida forcibly out of the car and threatened to set fire to the WAR’s car. Finding itself faced with a dangerous situation, the WAR team decided to have Rida be taken out and to leave the premises immediately. They got back to their respective homes around 3 am, bruised and traumatized.

On 10 April, 2008, it was found that the specimens sent to the Islamabad-based Institute of Biomedical and Genetic Engineering, for DNA testing, implicated two men, including Khaldim Hussain as one of the rapists. Other times, various other samples have been sent and so far, 3 men’s semen has matched those found at the crime scene. However, Rida has only been able to identify Khadim. His accomplices and other rapists have never been identified, although many people affiliated with the case have been put in jail, with all bailed out in 2010. 
The case is still pending in court. 
Rida went back to Punjab after some weeks in Karachi and continues to live there with her son and mother-in-law. Her husband lives and works in the city adjoining their village. Her husband beats her often and she has made two trips to Karachi to meet with WAR after leaving her home because of the physical and psychological abuse. She reports that her mother-in-law says that, “I can’t stand to look at you face. You should get lost and never come back”. The father says, “You’re dead to me”. Tired of the abuse, but having no choice (she wants to live with her husband and son in the city but he doesn’t earn enough to pay for their expenses in the expensive city), continue to languish at home, without respite and without a favorable verdict in her case.

Read more about this case:
http://www.thenews.com.pk/TodaysPrintDetail.aspx?ID=102295&Cat=4&dt=3/20/2008

To Donate to WAR, click here. 
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is being produced in court on
Saturday.—Mujeeb-ur-Rahman
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