Mehran Town, Korangi – December 13, 2010
Survivor: Parveen and Gul, aged 26 and 23 years, respectively

Parveen was married and lived with her sister-in-law, Gul, who was divorced. They worked as housemaids and lived in a home that they had purchased. Parveen’s husband worked in Mirpur and only visited them once a month. One day while the women were away at work, a few men came to their house and tossed their furniture and belongings out. While this was happening, the neighbors informed Parveen and Gul of what was happening over the telephone and told them to come and sort out the matter. When they arrived they found 6 men claiming property rights over her house, saying that they were the rightful owners of the plot of land on which their house had been constructed. Parveen called the Police (Madadgar 15) to come to their help. Shortly, 2 policemen arrived to investigate. Two of the six men who had laid siege at the house, at this point claimed that they were policemen as well and that they would sort out this matter, without the interference of more police officers. The policemen, who had arrived, advised all to sort out the matter peaceful and left. Seeing the police, the neighbors who had gathered also went inside their homes. The policemen did not ask to see the badges or identification of those two men claiming to be policemen.

After the police left, one of the six men, Naseer (name known as his name was uttered by his companions many times), grabbed hold of Parveen and dragged her into to the house. Another man (name unknown), grabbed Gul and dragged her inside the house as well. The two men raped the women inside the house, while the remaining four stayed outside. M, who had also accompanied Gul and Parveen from work, and who was Parveen’s niece, was also grabbed by one of the four men outside, tearing her clothes and slapping her repeatedly. She was not raped.

Hearing the screams of the three women, the neighbors started collecting again. The two men emerged from the house and took off with the remaining four.

All three women, along with two neighbors, went to the nearest police station to complain where the duty officer refused to lodge an FIR and harassed the women stating that they were “already married and so they should not worry about what has happened to them”. Amongst the group of officers present there, one of the officers remarked that the women should find a suitable wife for him as well. 

After wasting 2-3 hours, the police gave the women a letter and sent them to Jinnah hospital for a Medico-legal Exam (MLE). There they were told they needed an FIR to conduct the exam, and the letter that they carried stated that it was a civil dispute case amongst two parties, which did not require an MLE. No first aid or medical attention was given to these women. They were also told to go to Civil hospital after the FIR was lodged as Jinnah had no WMLOs. Thereafter, the women returned home as it was getting late into the night. 

The next day, someone advised the women to go directly to court and find a good lawyer to take up their case. They met with a lawyer who introduced them to a senior lawyer at WAR. WAR’s Advocate  brought the women to the WAR office on her return from court.

The same day, the WAR team went with the women to the Korangi Town Police Office, where the Town Police Officer commissioned the duty officer at the police station that had refused to lodge the FIR and the 15 police officers who had been called by P earlier.

The TPO advised the duty officer to get the MLE done and to lodge the FIR without delay. Subsequently, the women and WAR team returned to the relevant police station where an FIR was lodged and a request letter for MLE was made. While noting the details of the case in the FIR, the duty officer, despite instruction from the TPO, started cross-questioning the women, the stated that they were only kidding when they had said earlier that the women should not be bothered by this incident as they were married. When the duty officer was asked to read back the FIR as was written (FIRs are notoriously difficult to read as they are hand-written, even to those with good Urdu reading skills), he refused and got angry, exhibiting his anger by tossing the FIR across the table, saying that he had written what the women had narrated. Another officer present intervened, saying that the duty officer is just angry and to let him read it back instead. It was later found that he did not read it verbatim but rather skipped portions in the middle. The duty officer again intervened and accused the women of lying about being raped and said that this was a land dispute case.

As the men were not being apprehended after some days went past, WAR involved the DIG (East) and spoke to the TPO (Korangi) again. They have so far changed two IOs and the police station in this case. 

Despite all these efforts, the Police are yet to apprehend the accused, who continue to live in the same house they appropriated from the women. 

