Najma’s Case
December 2010

A family from Punjab shifted to Karachi after the floods. The women of the household began to work as housemaids. Najma, married, had gone to work in the morning and during the afternoon her uncle came to her place of work and told her that her aunt was very ill and so she had to come home immediately. On the way, Najma noticed that he was taking a different route and once they reached their destination she realized it was not her aunt’s home. Najma’s uncle took her inside this house where there was a woman present and locked her in a room where he raped her. 

Meanwhile, when Najma didn’t return home from work that day, her family lodged a missing person’s report. 

Najma was held captive for a month. She didn’t see anyone go I n and out of the room except her uncle, who usually came to give her food or to rape her. Then one day when her uncle was away and the other woman was in the restroom, she found the opportunity to escape. She took a rickshaw and went to her parent’s house and she told her family what had happened to her. They went to the police who allegedly refused to lodge an FIR. After some time the family shifted from their home. 

WAR came to know of this case and went to visit the family at their old home but found no one. They left their contact information with the neighbors in case the family should want to contact WAR. The family contacted after a week of the visit. 

WAR’s senior lawyer called the Johrabad Police station to inquire why the FIR in this case had not been lodged.  Whoever picked up the phone, and who identified himself as a police officer, unleashed a string of verbal abuses at lawyer, stating that, “This is a false case and your NGO and Najma are implicating an innocent man”. He had prior information regarding the case, as the need to point out details of the case being inquired did not arise during the conversation.

Thereafter, while going to speak the DIG (East) regarding another case, WAR’s team decided to discuss this case with the DIG as well. The DIG called the SP of the Johrabad police station, over the telephone and said that he was sending the WAR team to him for the registration of an FIR in a rape case. The team went to see the SP, while Najma came to the station with her family. The SP listened to the facts of the case and lodged the FIR on 24 December 2010. He also called the Investigation Officer (IO) and admonished him for not having taken Najma for a medico-legal examination. It is important to note that it had already been a month since Najma escaped from her confinement.

Najma was taken for a MLE on 29 December 2010, at 10:00 am. When the Woman Medico-legal Officer (WMLO), at the Police Surgeon’s Office, took Najma into the examination room, she sent a list of supplies to her family that was waiting outside, claiming that they needed to buy her supplies for the examination, since she did not have any at the Office. The family gave the list to the WAR team, saying that they didn’t know the nearest dispensary and didn’t have any money either. Surprised, the WAR team questioned the then acting Police Surgeon about the victims having to pay for the Office’s supplies. The Surgeon went into the examination room and found that most of the supplies the WMLO had asked to be bought were in the room, except only cotton swabs. WAR’s team could not hear the words exchanged between the Surgeon and the doctor, except when the doctor screamed from inside the room that she was not asking for the things on the list for herself. 

An officer from WAR went to get the swab but not finding them returned. Subsequently, the clerk at the Office was send with Rs. 100, paid by WAR, to get the swabs. Once the WMLO had all her supplies she completed the examination. After the examination the WAR team and Najma went to the Civil Hospital for her urine test. Another Rs. 200 were paid by WAR for the specimen bottle. 

After the tests were completed Najma and the WAR team went to the Johrabad police station for recording her 161 statement. When the team and Najma, along her her family settled down in the IO’s office, the accused who was already present at the premises (WAR, Najma and her family were unaware of his presence), was brought into the room. WAR’s team protested for him to be taken away and into the custody of the police. The accused was instead escorted out by another policeman at the office. 

The 161 statement was recorded and Najma was requested to take the IO to the place where she was held captive. Najma retraced her steps and took the IO along with WAR’s team and her family to the house she believed was where she had been kept captive. The police knocked on the door and it was found that a family was living there. The family said that they had been living there for many years and had never left. The accomplice woman was nowhere to be found. Najma did not identify any of the family members as aiders. 
The neighbors were asked about the family’s claims to living in this house and they attested to this.

All returned to the Police station where Najma’s father’s statement was recorded and the WAR team returned at 9:30 pm.

Since an FIR was lodged, this case was taken further to court but it was classified as ‘C’ class by a judge for lack of evidence or witnesses. Najma’s family was also not willing to come forward for a testimony. An application from the WAR was given to the court to look into this classification but nothing could be done since there was neither evidence nor anyone willing to come forward to testify. 

Najma and her family later moved back to Punjab and WAR has not been in contact with them since.  


To donate to WAR’s program’s click here.
