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Shafeeqan, a widow, lived alone with her four year old daughter, Mariam. Her older daughter was married to Kamran, and there were no children of that marriage. Kamran had asked Shafeeqan many times, to let him and his wife adopt Mariam, but Shafeeqan did not allow this. 
Shortly after her husband’s death, whilst Shafeeqan was still in her Idath[footnoteRef:1] period, Kamran took Mariam to his home for a visit. Mariam’s sister and brother-in-law kept her with them for many days, but Shafeeqan thought it would be inappropriate to ask them to return her, as this was an emotional subject in the family. Kamran was a religious man and was respected in the community. Although his wife was not allowed to leave the house, he would visit his mother-in-law from time to time and would tell her that Mariam is doing well and is very happy. [1:  Prescribed period of four months and ten daysfor which a widow must wait after her husband’s death before she can remarry. During this period, a widow is supposed to remain indoors and do not mix with men] 

After a few weeks, Shafeeqan was told by another family member that they saw Mariam at a hospital with Kamran and that her arm was fractured. When Shafeeqan went to visit her daughter, Kamran told her that Mariam had fallen down in the bathroom which caused her arm and leg to be fractured, and whilst playing had injured her eye with a door knob. Shafeeqan took her four-year-old to a nearby clinic for medical aid, and was referred to the Civil Hospital immediately. At the civil hospital she was informed that Mariam has been subjected to sexual abuse, and her uterus has been completely damaged as a result. 
Shafeeqan went to the police to lodge an FIR against her son-in-law. 
After Kamran’s arrest Shafeeqan found out from her old daughter Saira that her husband had been abusing Mariam and had threatened her into silence. He had pushed Mariam down a hill, and had gouged out one of her eyes with a pair of scissors, presumably in an attempt to kill her. Subsequently, Saira left Kamran’s house and filed for divorce. 
Meanwhile, Mariam who was three years old at the time was suffering from trauma and would have a panic attack every time she saw any person with a beard like Kamran’s. 
At the time of trial, when Kamran was presented in the identification parade, for the now four-year old to identify, he appeared clean shaven. Mariam who associated her abuser with a beard was not able to identify Kamran in court. In chambers the judge advised Shafeeqan to accept monetary compensation and settle the matter. Kamran’s mother pleaded with the judge to reduce the amount of money, until the compensation to be paid was reduced to Rs. 25,000. 
In the judgement, the court cited that the prosecution was not able to prove the accused guilty of having perpetrated the offence, since Mariam was unable to identify Kamran. Furthermore, Saira and Shafeqan, who had in their statements identified Kamran to be the perpetrator, changed their testimony and their initial statements could not be used as evidence against him. 
Mariam now lives with her mother in a joint-family home. Her mother and brother, who are not educated, earn a minuscule income to run the household. Mariam needed extensive medical treatment after the incident and WAR has been with the family every step of the way. Mariam is now enrolled in a school and is currently studying in Class 4. Her education is being funded by one of WAR’s supporters. 
Although Mariam has managed to repress some of the trauma associated with the experience, she continues to live with the prospects of never getting married and starting her own family due to the fact that she cannot conceive children, and has a false eye.

To contribute to Mariam’s living expenses, through WAR’s Survivor Support Fund, click here
