. Director’s Message

' Dear Friends,

’ Very warms greeting from all of us at WAR!

78 As we initiate new projects to address systemic anomalies
and transform the way survivors of sexual violence are
provided care, we bring to our readers local perspectives on |
sexual violence (SV) in Pakistan. We are continually moved |
| by the courageous women and children who despite |
~ " unresponsive State machinery and sexist society, choose to

& raise their voices and demand that justice be done,

' As the year 2010 marks two important anniversaries, the
- 30th of CEDAW and the 15th of the Beijing Platform for
&8 Action, we ought to reflect on how far we have come in
creating a better world for women. In this edition of Hurmat,
you will find information on some exciting developments at
WAR, which include fulfilling a dream held since WAR’s
inception: a one-stop support facility for survivors of sexual
violence, analogous to rape crisis centers in other countries,
and a protocol for comprehensive medico-legal care.

In the past six months, WAR has continually revisited its
tactics to develop a results-based approach towards its
" programs. Among these are alliance-building measures with
. different government departments to promote dialogue on
constraints and viable solutions. We continue to be
concerned about underreporting of SV cases, the quality |
and accessibility of services and the absence of State h
i support which obstructs rather than facilitates the course of
. justice.

We thank you for your support over the last 20 years of
WAR's existence and with your continued support, hope
that we can collectively create a better society for women
and children, and carry on the fight for human dignity!

Sarah Zaman|Director
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Editor’s Ni ate J

As | ran an inter-departmental marathon along the course of

Hurmat’s final edit, the significance of scrutinizing the source
of every component of every document dawned upon me.
Hurmat’s voice is not mine. It is that of K, N, T, and all those ‘
other courageous survivors not willing to give up without a

fight- come what may. In all our work at War Against Rape,

anything short of complete accuracy in every storv that IS

presented is indisputably unacceptable.

Harrowing tales of one wronged woman or child after another,
deep-rooted gender bias and utter insensitivity towards survi- |
vors in the police force, and most importantly, legislative
reforms that are still needed present little cause for celebra-
tion, even with the few and far in between cases of success. In
the one year period between July ‘09 and June '10, WAR took
on a record breaking caseload of 26 cases- our highest number
till date; virtually nothing in comparison to the percentage of
rape cases (97%) that don’t even make it to the records.

Adlai Stevenson, a renowned American politician and diplo-
mat, once said that, “patriotism is not hort , frenzied autbursts

Iifetlme" In that sense, civil scw:lety has much to accon'lpltsm
Varying limitations allow non-profit organizations only so
much room to make a difference. It is n’ﬂly ‘when each and
every individual resolves to speak out against sexual wol |

citizenry, against absence of legislation on marital rape
. objectrape, and everything else in between that justice ¢
. complete, After all, a discourse can take place anywh
| costs rtothmg In keeping these issues a consistem;

readers, Is tHe need of the hourl

Sahar Zainab | Outreach Officer



WAHR"‘Celebrates Legal Victory ih '3 Cases (February '10)

(_/_:) celebrate legal victory in three rape cases won between December 2009 and January 2010, WAR held

a press briefing at the Sindh High Court Cafeteria Hall on February 9th, 2010. Advisor to the Chief
Minister Sindh, Ms. Sharmila Farooqi, rape survivor Naseema Lubano, families of two other survivors, and
prosecution lawyers addressed the press.

This briefing was held to commemorate the families’ brave struggle for justice, highlight gaps in the judicial
system, and call for state-sponsored rehabilitative support for rape survivors.

Ms. Khalidah Ahmed Qadri, Socio-legal Officer at WAR,
elaborated on the role of police and civil society in sup-
porting rape survivors and called upon civil society for
assistance to change not just the culture of police
stations, but also their attitude towards women in gen-
eral, and rape survivors in particular. She said that it was
impossible for any non-governmental organization to
single-handedly take on such a large caseload and
provide not only services but also protection and reha-
bilitation. A timeframe for deciding rape cases was also
demanded as besides social pressure, painfully slow
investigation and legal processes discourage survivors
from pursing their cases in court.

Barrister Faisal Siddigi (Advocate, Sindh High
Court) lauded WAR'’s efforts, the role of the media,
and most importantly, the courage demonstrated
by survivors and their families. Advisor to the Chief
Minister, Sharmila Farooqi underlined the need for
gender sensitization of police officials, ineffective
legal systems, award of adequate punishments to
rapists, and recommended that WAR take on the
case of S, under trial at the Anti-terrorism Court
(ATC), in which two police constables brutally
raped and murdered the three-year old. The case
was at a standstill in court for some time and pros-
ecution had failed to push for a speedy resolution.
Lawyers for Human Rights and Legal Aid (LHRLA)
Chairman, Zia Awan shared details of his involvement with the Lubano case before WAR took it over, and
called for the repeal of the Hudood Ordinances, stressing on the responsibility of the government to provide
support and security to families dislocated due to their cases.

In an emotionally charged address, Naseema Lubano, her family, and the families of rape survivors |, M, and
T shared the hurdles they face and appreciated the WAR team’s support and commitment to their plight. T's
mother, whose case remains pending, pledged to keep fighting for justice as long as WAR stood by her
daughter and their family just like it has in these other cases. ]
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“International Women'’s Days

Celebrations (March '10)

e S |

o mark International Women’s Day, WAR
joined hands with Advisor to Sindh Chief Min-
ister, Ms. Sharmila Faroogqi to hold a musical func-
tion at the Women’s Jail, Karachi, for the inmates.
Folk singer Shazia Khushk put on a free show as a
gesture of solidarity and enthralled the audience
with her enchanting voice. The rhythms of her
folk tunes got most women and all children on
their feet, lifting them briefly from the drudgery
of prison life. After the concert, gifts, henna cones
and lunch was distributed amongst them.
If you have an innovative idea to celebrate Inter-
national Women’s Day next year, WAR would be delighted to hear from you. Please write to us at

waragainstrape.khi@gmail.com.

Joining Hands for Change- Civil Society Referral
Network- Meeting lll, Karachi (April '10)




':cppingstdnes Consultation in Murree (March'09)

|

ICCO, one of WAR'’s donors based in the Neth-
erlands, organized a consultative workshop in
partnership with Raasta Development Con-
sultants, from 9th to 13th March, 2010. The &
workshop titled ‘Steppingstones Consulta-
tion’ was held at the breathtaking Shangrila
Resort Hotel, Murree. The focus of the work-
shop was on Democratization & Conflict
Transformation as well as Fair & Sustainable
Economic Development. Themes like Food
Security & Water and Conflict Transformation
were the key elements, whereas gender, migration and youth were cross-cutting issues also addressed.

The expected result of this consultation was relevant input for ICCO’s Country Policy for Pakistan and

indirectly for the Regional Plan for South Asia. The Regional Plan itself will be one of the elements of the |
future Business Plan of the ICCO Alliance for the years 2011-2015. The consultation was attended by WAR's i
Director, Sarah Zaman. 1

WAR Forges Strategic Partnership with the Women's |

Development Department, Sindh (February '10) |

( / he Minister for Women’s Development, Sindh, Ms. Tauqeer Fatima Bhutto, met with WAR’s team

| at her office on February 23rd, 2010, to discuss forging an alliance for addressing problems in State
response to sexual violence. Ms. Bhutto stated that while WAR'’s efforts were praiseworthy but currently
limited only to Karachi, her department’s mandate extends to all of Sindh. WAR reps emphasized that
since WAR has been working with other State departments to formulate better women-specific working
procedures and policies, its initiative may certainly be complimentary to the department’s own advocacy
projects on which the organization and the department could partner. The Minister was enthusiastic
about a joint State-actors meeting, as proposed by WAR and pledged to notify the department’s secre-
tariat in initiating this endeavor with WAR.

In follow-up meetings, Secretary for Women’s Development department, Nargis Ghaloo, requested WAR
to prepare a formal letter for the meeting to be executed and the Deputy Director of Women's Develop-
ment, Musarrat Jabeen discussed logistics. Among other details, it was agreed that the department would
mobilize the target audience which would include higher officials from the Police, Health Ministry and
Medico-legal sector. It was also decided that a Memorandum of Understanding would be signed between

the two parties to officially consolidate the partnership.




In an inspired move, WAR was approached by
Women’s International Shared Experience
(WISE) to facilitate a two-week filmmaking
workshop for women survivors of violence,
organized and funded by the Hong Kong-
based Asian Human Rights Commission
(AHRC), in July ‘09. Survivors whom WAR had
worked with were trained in different skills
including storyboarding, filming, and editing
footage in order to produce a ten-minute documentary on domestic violence — a topic that they
chose themselves — titled ‘Half Face’. The experience enriched all parties involved and empow-
ered these women to express themselves through this innovative program. Three cameras and
computers have been donated by WISE so that training centers can be set up in Karachi,

Hyderabad and Rahimyar Khan.

Documentation of Rape Cases

his year WAR developed a comprehensive set of
documentation and testing protocols for
medico-legal examinations in Karachi. These proto- T s
cols have been developed after gathering informa
tion on medico-legal practices in Karachi’s govern-
ment hospitals over 20 years and various in-depth
discussions with medico-legal officers and Police
Surgeons over the same period. As the depth o
detail captured in medico-legal certificates ha
direct implications on the outcome of a case in cour
the need to improve documentation has always bee
felt.

Though the policy will be piloted for adoption by th
Health Ministry for Karachi at this stage, it can easil

be replicated across Pakistan. The document, called "
Sexual Assault Documentation Protocols (SADP),
covers all aspects of rape examinations and i
expected to supplant the existing Medico-legal Cer-
tificates being used in Karachi’s government hospi- ¥
tals to document findings in sexual assault cases. "










| (_‘[ he Pakistan Centre for Philanthropy

- If you, or sam ane you know, is mterested m an zntemshlp piacement at WAR please send us an
]}f--,emall at waragainstrape khu@gmaii com. / o _ b

| from the Federal Board of Revenue: '(FBR), Pakistan on the basis of this certification.

(PCP) is an independent nonprofit sup- %
port organization with a mandate to \ /
pr(-)mote the \{olume‘and effectiveness of , Centre for PIUIU
philanthropy in Pakistan. PCP seeks to = \»“\‘\ Uh,.
facilitate altruistic efforts of national and S SP0 f(,»//m/m,, Hsard Py
i ional d b blishing effec- S
international donors by establishing effec- & 'Elln‘_'ﬂ.;‘nns‘f Rape (WAR), ‘Karachi
tive linkages between the donors and non- j‘ i e ol it T Oty

profit civil society organizations. PCP’s
follows its own certification model for
evaluating Civil Society Organizations
(CSOs) on the parameters of internal gov-
ernance, financial transparency and
service delivery serves and an increasing
number of government and international
donors have made PCP certification mandatory for civil society organizations to be able to receive
donor funds.

WAR first applied for PCP certification in 2006. It was then certified as a non-profit origination till |
2009, when the certification was again renewed. In 2010, in a field evaluation conducted by PCP, WAR
has been certified for the third time according to the evaluation criteria till year 2013! A hearty con-
gratulation to the WAR team and the Working Committee on receiving this certification! A very
special thanks is due to Dr. Abdul Bari Awan for introducing WAR to PCP and working to get the certi- |
fication. It is thanks to Dr. Awan unstinting efforts that WAR also received a permanent tax exemption »




Milestones (July’ 09— June’'10)

[}

Due to organizational restructuring in 2009,
WAR was unable to produce both Summer and
Winter issues of its newsletter last year. In lieu
of this, the following is a brief overview of some

key milestones from the year. ”

Policy “Reforms in the Hudiciary.

Last year was witness to a major legislative
reform in the form of the National Judicial Policy,
2009, that directed dispensation of criminal
cases punishable with imprisonment for up to 7
years within 6 months, and those with imprison-
ment from 7 years and above including death
penalty to be decided within one year. As a result
of the Policy, litigation of new cases has sped up
exponentially. Where it would take 3-4 years for
a verdict to be reached in sexual assault cases,
WAR is being able to secure convictions in less
than 2 years. This is a heartening development
and is indeed alleviating some part of the plight
survivors and families face due to unnecessarily
protracted trials.

Record breaking Caseload

In the past year, July 2009 to June 2010, WAR has
taken on a record-breaking number of cases —
26, the highest ever in its history. Due credit
goes to Rehabilitation Officer, Rukshana Siddiqi
and Survivor Support Officer, Sheraz Ahmed, the
robust team of two, for their untiring efforts.
Many after-office hours were put in by them to
ensure that cases were registered in a timely
fashion and due priority was given by law
enforcement agencies.

The ratio of cases investigated and taken by WAR
has also risen dramatically over the same period,
with WAR taking 26 out of 125 (20.8%) cases
investigated to court for prosecution. Prompt
response and regular follow-ups have also con-
tributed to this record in a big way. WAR is
currently developing strategies to further
increase the case uptake ratio and minimize the
dropout rate.

One-window Support Cenler for Rape Ouroivors

A one-stop support center for rape survivors is a
long held vision of WAR. For the fulfillment of
this vision, a One-window Service Center (OWSC)
proposal was developed in the beginning of 2009
and submitted to the Department of Women's
Development in May ‘09.

According to the proposal, all required medical,
legal, police case registration, forensic and reha-
bilitation services would be provided under one
roof by the centre, with assistance from WAR for
staff training and policy/procedure develop-
ment.

Before this edition of Hurmat went to print, WAR
received word that the proposal had been
adopted by the government and was near
approval. We hope to share the good news with
our readers hopefully in the winter edition of this
newsletter.




- Services Through the Legal Aid Programjul ‘09 to Jun ‘10

WAR investigated 46 cases of sexual assault between July 09 and June 10. Out of these, it moved
15 cases (32%) to court. WAR’s support team paid 74 home visits to survivors and their families,
offering basic counseling and imparting rights information. Traditionally, because survivors do not
approach WAR for assistance and in the past 20 years only a handful of women have approached
WAR directly, the organization is dedicated to find cases as and where they happen and reach out
to survivors and their families by the help of the Police and Town offices.

In-house counseling sessions were held to offer psychotherapeutic support to survivors and their
family members. Sixty-one sessions were held for this purpose in the first six months of this year.

For data collection on sexual violence cases, various visits were paid to different Police Stations in
Karachi, including Women Police Stations. The total number of visits to Police Stations paid by the
WAR team was 32, whereas 6 visits to the Capital City Police Office (CCPO) were also made. Twenty
visits were paid to the three major Government hospitals, Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Center,
Civil Hospital and Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, where medico-legal examinations for sexual assault
cases are conducted by medico-legal officers.

In addition to this support and as part of its crises intervention program, WAR also liaised with
vocational training institutes, offering skills trainings to survivors and/or members of their families.
Visits in the past year were made to the Memon Foundation, the Lyari Vocational Training Center,
Kaka Bawany and the APWA Vocational Training Center. In the period covering this newsletter, 2
visits were made for this purpose.

In the first six months of 2010, WAR also provided support to survivor and their families through
the Survivor Support and Crisis Aid Funds, disbursing nearly 60,000 PKR for the provision of food,
medicines, clothing, house rent and education (survivors only).

Cases




WAR programs are funded by:

| Partner to -
i enterprising people |

Global Fund
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