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government efforts remain
woefully inadequate
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FEditor's Note

Befare writing this editorial, as I sat and sifted through the
older editions of Hurmat and other publications by WAR,
as I browsed the scores of legal evaluations and articles
about women'’s rights and liberation, way back from the
nineties, I realised that there is indeed a lot for us to be
thankful for.
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The Protection against
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everyone’s reach, whose life ~ 'the Workplace Act 2010

can be made better by a
small gesture and a tiny
amount of interest from us.
Look at your domestic
employees, for example; can
you perhaps pay for just one
of their children’s education?
It will cost merely Rs 2000 a year and can improve the life
of a whole future generation! Choose hunger, choose
education, or choose justice, choose a cause and help
make the place you live in, liveable for all.

Survivor Support Program

Services through the Legal
Aid Program ~

Cases Won/Lost.

Although it took us decades, we have emerged from the
dark days of the Hudood Ordinance. Although we all felt
that it didn't do nearly as much as it should have, the
Women's Protection Act (2006) gave us a starting point

and women could at least come forward and lodge a
complaint against rape without fearing imprisonment. We
continued the struggle and we got the National Judicial
Policy (2009) which accelerated disposal time of rape
cases in court. Today, we have women parliamentarians
supporting our cause. We have NGOs dedicated to
fighting for human rights. We have driving licences. Most
importantly, we have the capacity of continuing to fight
the battles against inhumanity!

So, it is up to us how we choose to see the glass. We can
choose to sit back criticize the system and be bitter, or we
can appreciate all that we have and take that as a start off
and continue struggling for more. We don't even have to
be part of a big movement to make a difference. All we
have to doislook around us. There is at least one personin

Abatilhs

All of us at WAR have chosen a cause for ourselves; we
want to eradicate sexual violence from our society, we
want to help women and children who are survivors of
this heinous crime by advocating state services for
them, and by rehabilitation, and by bringing the
perpetrators to justice. We would like to change our
patriarchal mindset and live in a society where women
are respected, cherished and afforded equal rights. This
is our cause. Choose yours.

Sanaa Rasheed

Editor.
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War Against Rape (WAR) is a certified not for profit, non-sectarian, apolitical, non-government organization. It was
founded in Karachi in 1989 and became a registered organisation in 1992. WAR is committed to creating a rape free
society. It endeavours to work on all social, legal, medical and administrative issues that could help either in the
reduction of such acts of violence or support, facilitate and improve human rights and conditions for survivors.

It offers services to survivors of sexual violence including free legal aid, psychotherapeutic counselling, medical
assistance and crisis intervention, and has an aggressive advocacy component through which various activities are
undertaken for awareness raising and capacity-building purposes.
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